
Grieving, Healing, and Hoping for the Future 

March 8th, 2023 

Friends, 

This has been an important and historic week for our congregation. As you are probably already 
aware, our church voted on Monday night to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church by 74% 
of our members gathered. I wanted to write and reach out to you as your pastor, because I know 
how difficult and trying this season has been for all of us. I know that you all have been praying and 
processing, just as I have, as we enter into this new phase as a church family. 
 
I write today because I know that a lot of grief has come as a result of this decision, even for those 
of us who wanted our church to go in this direction. Saying goodbye to the denomination many of 
us have known our whole lives is a loss; and it is important that we grieve it as a loss. I also know 
that for some of us, this is not the result we hoped for, and many may be feeling unsure of what to 
do or where to go. I want you to know that however you are feeling, I am here for you as your pas-
tor and I would love to talk with you and pray with you. I understand how hard all of this has been. 
 
In that spirit, I want to give all of you some reassurances, as best as I can, with the understanding 
that there are some people who will find God leading them to new places. Know that whether God 
leads you to stay in worship and community with us here at Asbury as I hope, or if God leads you 
elsewhere, you will have my love and my blessing. I care about you, I love you, and I genuinely 
want what's best for you. 
 
The first reassurance is what I am most grateful for, which is that I have accepted the invitation 
from our church council to continue to serve as Asbury's senior pastor. I have loved this congre-
gation from the minute I arrived here; you all have welcomed and loved my family since day one. 
God has given us a wonderful, challenging, amazing mission, and I am genuinely excited about the 
possibilities that are ahead of us. My prayer is that as your pastor, I can help lead us from a time of 
healing that we need into a coming time of new hope for our future. I have loved my years as a 
pastor in the United Methodist Church, and it has been a difficult, emotional decision for me to de-
part from it. And yet I am grateful and hopeful too for what lies ahead, as we enter a new expres-
sion of the Methodist faith. I am excited that I get to take this new journey with all of you, and hon-
ored to get to do it. 
 
The second reassurance is this: the beliefs of our church have not changed. We at Asbury, as 
this church has been since its founding, stand firmly in the Wesleyan tradition of the Christian faith. 
Though we will no longer be formally connected with the United Methodist denomination, we will 
still be Methodists in how we worship, what we believe, and how we live: 
 
• We will still preach the gospel of God's grace that we have found in Christ, that is expressed in 

 the Bible, and summarized in the ancient creeds of the Church 
• We will still preach, teach, and live out of our particular Wesleyan theology of grace, salvation, 

 faith, and holiness of heart and life 
• We will still hold the Bible to be the prime authority over our faith and lives as we read it in com-

 munity with others 
• We will still be evangelistic and strive to win souls to salvation in Christ 
• We will still invite people to band together to lead lives of sanctification, where we are trans

 formed daily to become more and more like Jesus 
• We will still affirm the equality of men and women, and affirm that men and women are called to 

 be preachers, pastors, and leaders in all levels of the church 
• We will still believe that all people, regardless of race, gender, age, nationality, ability, social 

 status, or sexual orientation, are people of sacred worth and people who we are called to 
 love as God has loved us 

 



• We will still affirm a traditional, biblical view of marriage and sexuality while also loving people 
 who disagree with us on those issues 

• We will still work with others to bring justice and peace to our communities, and advocate 
 against the evils of racism, sexism, violence, and exploitation of the poor and powerless 

• We will still serve and radically love the poor in our midst and around the world 
 
These are all beliefs we have had as Methodists, and are things we will continue to believe as 
Methodists at Asbury in the years ahead. I love our theology of grace, and my prayer is that we can 
live out of it with an even greater passion and commitment as we move forward together in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The third reassurance is that we are prayerfully looking ahead to the future with hope. For a 
long time, we have been waiting to see what will happen in this slow-moving division within the 
United Methodist Church. Now that we have made our decision as a congregation, we have the 
freedom and time to look at where we should go and what we should do. Our disaffiliation is a pro-
cess that will be completed at its ratification in June at the Kentucky Annual Conference. Our Ad-
ministrative Council is already busy at work to make sure that we complete that process and are 
prepared for our next steps. 
 
We are also assembling a discernment team to look at the various options for our church, and we 
will in the months ahead be bringing a recommendation for the congregation to affirm, whether 
that is to join a new Wesleyan denomination like the Global Methodist Church, or whether that 
means living as an independent church for a time. We will be looking at which of these seems like 
the best fit for us and communicating that to you as best as we can. Fortunately we have the time 
and the space to discern where God is leading us in that decision. 
 
Again, I know this is a lot of information and a lot to process. I hope that you find time to pray, to feel 
the emotions you feel, to rest, to allow people to follow where God is leading them, and to sense 
the healing presence of God. Reach out to me (pastorcambron@gmail.com) if you want more infor-
mation or just need to talk through any of this. Know that I love you, I am praying for you, I am 
hopeful for our future, and I am grateful to serve such a wonderful congregation. 
 
Peace in Christ, 
Pastor Cambron 


