
Methodism for dummies

Week five: What unites United Methodism?



What happens 
after wesley???





Christmas Conference: Dec. 24, 1784



1st great awakening:
1730s & 40s

2nd great awakening:
1790-1840

-George Whitefield
-Jonathan Edwards
-Split of Puritan/Congregational 
churches
-Strengthening of Methodist/Baptist 
churches

-Methodism grows rapidly
-several Methodist colleges built 
(Boston)
-growth of Holiness movement out of 
Methodism
-Growth of Revivalism, Camp 
Meetings, etc.



Circuit riders



Circuit riders
“We had no pewed churches, no choirs, no organs; 
in a word, we had no instrumental music in our 
churches anywhere.
The Methodists in that early day dressed very plain; 
attended their meetings faithfully, especially 
preaching, prayer and class meetings; they wore no 
jewellery, no ruffles; they would frequently walk three 
or four miles to class-meetings and home again, on 
Sunday; they would go thirty or forty miles to their 
quarterly meetings, and think it a glorious privilege 
to meet their presiding elder, and the rest of the 
preachers.
They could, nearly every soul of them, sing our 
hymns and spiritual songs. They religiously kept the 
Sabbath day…”

-Peter Cartwright



Camp Meetings



Growth of methodism

FROM: https://www.christiancentury.org/article/2014-06/glory-days



 I am not afraid that the 
people called Methodists 
should ever cease to exist 
either in Europe or America. 
But I am afraid, lest they 
should only exist as a dead 
sect, having the form of 
religion without the power. 
And this undoubtedly will be 
the case, unless they hold 
fast both the DOCTRINE, 
SPIRIT, and DISCIPLINE with 
which they first set out.

-John Wesley, 1786



SPLITS! 
SCHISMS!
…
reunion?



African Methodist 
Episcopal Church 
-1787, formed in 
philadelphia



Republican 
Methodists
-1793
-James O’Kelly
-fierce abolitionist
-against having 
bishops



North Vs. 
South
-splits in 1844 
over slavery at 
general 
conference in 
Louisville, KY



The social gospel
● Labor Movement
● Women’s Suffrage
● Temperance & 

Prohibition
● Building of 

hospitals and 
universities

● Civil Rights



Phoebe Palmer 
1807-1884 Frances Willard

1839-1898
Jarena Lee
1783-1850(?)

Sojourner Truth
1797-1883

“Clergywomen have been part of Methodism since John Wesley licensed Sarah Crosby to preach in 1761. Although women were 
ordained in the Methodist tradition as early as the late 1800s, it was the May 4, 1956 General Conference vote for full clergy rights 
that forever changed the face of ordained clergy.”

-https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-why-does-the-united-methodist-church-ordain-women

WOMEN IN MINISTRY



Reunion in 1939: Formation of Methodist church

● Reunited Northern and 
Southern Methodisms

● Created the “Central 
Jurisdiction” to segregate 
African-American churches 
from White churches, apart 
from geography

● This institutionally 
enforced segregation will 
not end officially until 
the 1968 creation of the 
United Methodist Church





FORMATION OF THE 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

1968



Church polity!
(how the UMC 
functions)











What unites united methodism:
1) history (our methodist roots)
2) Wesleyan theology (what we believe)
3) Wesleyan ethos (how we live out our mission)
4) Methodist polity (how we are organized)



Our church-wide mission:

To make disciples of jesus christ for 
the transformation of the world



Current division over human sexuality
● In 1972 the UMC added language to its discipline which said that 

the “practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian 
teaching” (pertains esp. to blessing of same-sex marriage and 
ordination)

● Ordination of Karen Oliveto in Western Jurisdiction and then 2016 
General Conference chaos, leading to asking bishops’ help (“The 
Commission on a Way Forward”)

● This led to a special called conference, in which the General 
Conference voted for the “Traditionalist Plan.”

● Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation (Jan. 
2020), would have to be affirmed at next Gen. Conference (Aug. 
2021?)



5 Things to keep in mind
1. It’s an important issue because our theology affects real people.

Our disagreement is on the surface about human sexuality, but is 
more so about the 

a. authority and interpretation of scripture 
b. theological understanding of the identity and purpose of 

human life (our anthropology)

2. “You love God as much as the person you love the least.”
People who disagree with you on this issue are people of good faith, 
earnestly seeking the will of God. How we speak and disagree with 
fellow Christians is VERY important for our witness of Jesus 
Christ. Foolish people demonize their opponents because it’s easier. It 
is much more painful to see them as brothers and sisters in Christ.



5 Things to keep in mind
3. Don’t Delay The Mission.

If you wait for a perfect church in order to start making disciples and 
loving God and your neighbors, you will wait forever. That’s exactly 
what the enemy would want us to do.

4. Be Confident In the Church of Jesus.
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever, and even the 
gates of Hades cannot prevail against his church. In other words, “We 
gonna be alright.”

5. Pray, Pray, Pray.
The root of our divisions are because we are not a people of prayer. We
 have not trusted ourselves entirely to God. Reclaiming this as our 
heritage and our strength is a priority going forward.



“I am no longer my own, but thine.
Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.

Put me to doing, put me to suffering.
Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee,

exalted for thee or brought low for thee.
Let me be full, let me be empty.

Let me have all things, let me have nothing.
I freely and heartily yield all things

to thy pleasure and disposal.
And now, O glorious and blessed God,

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it.

And the covenant which I have made on earth,
let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.”

Wesley Covenant Prayer



Possible Next steps:
● Baptism or reaffirmation of faith
● Join the church as a member
● Join a small group
● Start serving


